AMENDMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. §1.111 
U.S, Application No.: 10/807,163 



Attorney Docket No.: Q80645 



REMARKS 

This Amendment filed in reply to the Non-Final Office Action dated April 26, 2007, is 
believed to be fUUy responsive to the objections and rejections raised therein. Accordingly^ 
favorable reconsidefation on the merits is respectfully requested. 

In the present Amendment, claim 1 has been amended by replacing "9 to ICQ carbons" 
with — 1 2 to 1 00 carbons—. 

Claims 5 and 1 1 have been amended to improve their foiTn, 

Claims 12 and 20 have been canceled. 

Claims 13-19 have been previously withdrawn, and are currently amended. Claims 13-19 
have been amended to incorporate the limitations of claim 12 and to change the claim dependency from 
claim 12 to claim 1. 

No new matter has been added. Support for the amendment em be found throughout the 
Specification, particularly at page 6, lines 1-3; page 9, lines 4-1 5; and page 1 1 at lines 13-19. 
Entry of the Amendment is respectfully requested. Upon entry of the Amendment, claims 1-1 1 
and 13-19 will be all the Qlmms pending in liie applic^tipn. 

I. Response to Restriction 

Applicants acknowledge eleetipn of Group I, claims i - 1 1 , directed to products. The 
claims, as amended, are now believed to be in condition for allowance. Claims 13-19 depend 
from claim 1 and require all the limitations of claim 1. Thi^, Applicants respectfully request 
rejoinder of claims 13-19 pursuant to M.P.E.P. § 821 .04Ca). 
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IL Response to CMm Rejections Etider 35 U.S.C. S 103fa> 

Claims 1, 5 aod 7-10 are rejected as being allegedly unpatentable over U.S, 4,359,596 to 
Howard et al. (hereinafter as "Howard et al.'7. According to tbe Examiner, Howard et al. 
teaches '*tri-nTbutyl-2-ethyIhexylphosphoniiim chloride which comprises an eight carbon 
branched alkyl group." (Office Action of 4/26/07 at p. 3, 11. 14-15). The Examiner further 
alleges that claim 1 is a homolog of Howard et al., which is one methylene group short of 
meeting the limitations of present claim 1 . (See, Office Action of 4/26/07 at p, 3, U.19-20). 
Further, the Examiner states that members of the same homologous series must possess 
unexpected properties not possessed by the homologous compounds disclosed by the prior art. 
(Id. at p. 4, 11. 1-3). 

Applicants respectfully submit that clma X, as amended, is distinguishable over Howjurd 
et ai. Claim 1 has been amended to recite "a tetraalkylphosphonium salt having at least one 
branched ailkyl chain containing 12 to 100 carbon atoms.'* One of ordirwry skill in the art knows 
that a surfactant forms a micelle when the concentratiGn of the surfactant is Mgher than a specific 

concentration (a critical micelle concentration [cmc]), As shovm in Table 16.2 of Intermolecular 



Forces. 2^^ Ed., Table 1 6.2, attached herewith as an Appendix), The surfactant having at least 12 

carbons, as recited in claim 1, is therefore distinguishable over surfactant having at most 8 
carbon atoms as described in Howard et al. Applicants respectfully request withdrawal of the 
rqection in view of the amendment of claim 1. 




2nd Edition, as attached herewth, surfactants having at least 12 carbons 
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III. Response to Claim Obleclions 

Claims 2-4, 6 and 1 1 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected based claim. 
Applicants respectfully submit that elmm 1 is now in condition for aillowance. Withdrawal of the 
claim objections is respectfully requested. 

In view of the above, reconsideration and allowance of this application are now beUeved 
to be in order, and such actions are hereby solicited. If any points remain in issue which the 
Examiner feels may be best resolved through a personal or telephone interview, the Examiner is 
kindly requested to contact tiie undersigned at the telephone number listed below. 

The USPTO is directed and authorized to charge all required fees, except for the Issue 
Fee and the Publication Fee, to Deposit Account No, 1 9-4§80. Please also credit any 
overpayments to said Deposit Account, 



SUGHRUE MION, PLLC 
Teiephoae: (202) 293-7060 
Facsimile: (202) 293-7860 




Registration No, 32,765 



23373 



Date: July 26, 2007 
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